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I assume that many of you will have been reading the recent Linux Questions thread ?Donating to Slackware? and in
particular Patrick Volkerding?s reply where he explains that the Slackware Store (an entity independent of Slackware
with which he has a business arrangement involving a percentage of sales profit and medical insurance) has not been
paying him any money for the last two years and that most likely all the PayPal donations through the Store have gone
into the pockets of the Store owners. Read that thread if you have not done so yet.
Basically Pat is broke. That thread lists a PayPal address which Pat eventually shared and where donations can be sent
directly to him, so that he can fix his roof, his airco, his crashing server and his wife?s car. That would be a start.
That LQ thread is also perused to discuss possible ways forward for Pat (setting up a Patreon account, or a business
PayPal account, etc) so that he can support his family and continue working on Slackware. To me it looks like the Store
will be a thing of the past unless they change their attitude. Switching from a business model where revenue is
generated from optical media sales, to a model where supporters set up a recurring payment in exchange for the
prolonged existence of their favorite distro, and possibly get Pat to write up some hands-on stories as a reward, may
ultimately benefit Pat, and Slackware, more than the way things are handled at the moment. If you are doubting the
financial impact of a recurring payment through Patreon or PayPal, look at it this way: if you donate one euro per
month, you will probably not even notice that the money is shifted out. But with 2000 people donating one euro per
month, Pat would have a basic income (pre-tax) already. Not a lot, but it?s a start. The 2000 people is a rough estimate
of the people who ordered a DVD or CD through the store: the owners told Pat that the earnings of the 14.2 release
were 100K (and Pat got 15K out of that, go figure!). Divide that through ~50 euro per DVD, results in 2000 people.
Then there?s all these people who donated money through the Store or bought shirts, caps and stickers. I think the
amounts of money even a small community (like us Slackware users) can contribute should enable Pat to shed his
financial worries. The fact that the Slackware Store basically has been ripping off the hand that feeds them is enraging
and inexcusable.
This is all about a community standing up to provide support for what (or who) bonds us together.
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