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I have recently made the decision to retire as the SUSE CEO and subsequently to leave SUSE. I care very deeply for
the SUSE business and its employees, and this difficult decision is based entirely on personal reasons. My step down
from the SUSE CEO role will be effective August 5.
My decision comes at a positive point in time for SUSE, where the business has completed its journey to becoming
standalone and has a solid foundation to continue to accelerate its success and growth as an independent company.
For me personally this means I will have more time to devote myself to other important things in my life.
In FY18, the SUSE business saw record-breaking revenues. This level of growth has only been realized through the
whole SUSE Team showing huge commitment to working together to deliver great outcomes. I am extremely proud of
what we have achieved collectively over the last eight years, and I have every confidence that SUSE will exceed all
future expectations. I will naturally be following the SUSE journey closely during my retirement, and my positive
wishes will always be with the company and all connected with it.
As we look to the future I am delighted and, of course, reassured to be passing the SUSE CEO baton to such a talented
and accomplished leader as Melissa Di Donato. Melissa has an outstanding track record of growth, leadership and
transformation in the tech sector, having enjoyed enormous success as the chief operating officer and chief revenue
officer at SAP. Prior to SAP, she held senior executive positions at Salesforce and was recognized for her contribution
to growing global organizations by winning the 2018 Digital Masters Award for Excellence in Commercial
Management.
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