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As Behlendorf tells the story, Apache came out of an environment when "we might have had a more beneficent view of
technology companies. We still thought of them as leading the fight for individual empowerment."
At the same time, Behlendorf adds, "there was still a concern that, as the web grew, it would lose its character and its
soul as this kind of funky domain, very flat space, supportive of freedoms of speech, freedoms of thought, freedoms of
association that were completely novel to us at the time, but now we take for granted?or even we have found
weaponized against us."
This led him to want Apache to address concerns that were both pragmatic in nature and more idealistic.
The pragmatic aspect stemmed from the fact that "iteratively improving upon the NCSA web server was just easier and
certainly a lot cheaper than buying Netscape's commercial web server or thinking about IIS or any of the other
commercial options at the time." Behlendorf also acknowledges, "it's nice to have other people out there who can
review my code and [to] work together with."
There was also an "idealistic notion that tapped into that zeitgeist in the '90s," Behlendorf says. "This is a printing
press. We can help people publish their own blogs, help people publish their own websites, and get as much content
liberated as possible and digitized as possible. That was kind of the web movement. In particular, we felt it would be
important to make sure that the printing presses remained in the hands of the people."
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