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Roughly 20 years ago, while I was taking classes on Windows 2000 Server, I started acquiring parts of older machines
that were slated for disposal and managed to piece together at least one fully working system with a monitor, keyboard,
and mouse. The home computer at the time was running Windows 98 or ME, I can?t recall, but I didn?t have any OS to
put on this older system. Somehow, I stumbled across Mandrake Linux and loaded it up. It all seemed to work okay
from what I could tell, so I put an ad in the local newspaper classifieds to see if anyone needed a computer for free. I
got exactly one response to that ad. I packed up the computer and took it to their house. I found out it was a family with
a special needs son and they wanted to get him learning on the computer. I set it up on the little table they wanted to use
as a desk, they thanked me, and I left. I sure hope it was helpful for them. At the time, all I really knew of Linux was
that I could have a fully working system without having to go to a store to buy a disk.
Since that point, I would consider myself a Linux hobbyist and enthusiast. I am a distro hopper, always trying out
different distros and desktop environments, never making any one of them truly home. I?ve always had my heartstrings
pulled between Ubuntu-based systems and Fedora. For some reason, I really like apt and DEB, but always loved getting
faster updates from Fedora. I?ve always appreciated the way open source projects are open to the community for
feedback and extra dev support, and how the code is freely available for anyone to use, reuse, and review.
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