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April 2020 Zeta Alliance Weekly Call Summaries [3]

Changes To Zimbra?s Open Source Policy
John E. explained that Zimbra 9 introduces a change to Synacor?s open source policy for
Zimbra. Starting with Zimbra 9, a binary version of Zimbra 9 will no longer be released to the
community and will instead only be made available to Zimbra Network Edition customers.
There are currently no plans to release the source code for Zimbra 9 to the community. Zimbra
8.8.15 will remain open source for the community and continue to be supported for the
remainder of its lifecycle through December, 31, 2024
(https://www.zimbra.com/support/support- ... lifecycle/). Version 8.8.15 will also continue to
receive patches during this time frame. John E. described this new model for Zimbra 9 as
?open core? where the open source products on which Zimbra is built will continue to be
freely available, but the Zimbra 9 product itself will not be open source. Marc G. asked if
Synacor?s plans involved introducing new features to Zimbra 8.8.15, or if the focus for
introducing new features will shift exclusively to version 9. John E. said that he did not have
the answer to this question. John also shared that starting with Zimbra 9, a source code license
will be made available to customers who are licensing Zimbra Network Edition.
Reactions To Zimbra Open Source Policy Change
Noah P. said that part of his customer base values that Zimbra is open source and that it has
been a marketing advantage over other proprietary email platforms. Marc G. said he felt this
change will be hard for the open source community to support. John E. shared his personal
opinion that Zimbra has struggled for several years to engage the open source community, as
the ratio of people using Zimbra, compared to the number of people contributing back to
Zimbra, has been very low. He said the biggest difference currently between Zimbra 8.8.15

and 9.0 is the addition of the new, Modern UI and welcomes feedback from Zimbra partners
and the open source community on this policy change. Mark S. shared that many developers
he has discussed it with have said that they have found it very difficult (if not impossible) to
contribute to the Zimbra project in the past, mainly due to issues with an earlier version of the
contributor?s agreement, which was finally updated a couple of years ago. Randy L.
mentioned that another open source project, VyOS (https://www.vyos.io/community/),
overcame issues with soliciting contributions back to their open source project by making
binaries available to those who could demonstrate a meaningful contribution to the project in
code or documentation work and suggested that such an approach might be something that
Synacor should look at too. John E. invited Zimbra partners concerned about continued open
source access to make a business case explaining how the loss of open source access would
have a financial business impact for Synacor.

Changes To Zimbra's Open Source Policy [4]

The Zimbra email and collaboration suite will change its open source policy. This post from
the Zeta Alliance notes the changes for Zimbra 9. "John E. explained that Zimbra 9 introduces
a change to Synacor's open source policy for Zimbra. Starting with Zimbra 9, a binary version
of Zimbra 9 will no longer be released to the community and will instead only be made
available to Zimbra Network Edition customers.

Free Software Legal and Licensing Workshop 2020 cancelled due to COVID-19 outbreak[5]

This year's FSFE's Free Software Legal and Licensing Workshop has been cancelled. The
FSFE thanks our contributors and looks ahead to organizing the event next year.
Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 currently gripping the world, in early March the FSFE had
to make the difficult decision to cancel our upcoming Free Software Legal and Licensing
Workshop 2020 (the "Workshop"). Originally scheduled to take place from 15 - 17 April in
Barcelona, Spain, the Workshop is an annual conference held every year since 2008 for the
FSFE's Legal Network, and serves as a meeting point for FOSS legal experts to discuss issues
and best practices surrounding Free Software licensing.
Many exciting sessions were scheduled for this year's Workshop, including discussions on the
technological relevance of copyleft licenses, on the challenges facing Free Software with
machine learning and big data, on ongoing litigation from various jurisdictions on software
licensing, as well as many other talks and workshops.

Update from the CommunityBridge Development Team [6] [Ed: The Linux Foundation works for Microsoft. Not for Linux;
watch who drives this thing...]

TOC Welcomes Dragonfly Into CNCF Incubator [7]

The CNCF Technical Oversight Committee (TOC) has accepted Dragonfly as an incubationlevel hosted project. Dragonfly, which was accepted into the CNCF Sandbox in October 2018,
is an open source, cloud native image and file distribution system. The goal of Dragonfly is to
tackle distribution problems in cloud native scenarios.
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