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[4]The folks at Mandriva are hard at work preparing the next incarnation of MandrivaLinux systems for
home, office, and server applications. Mandriva Linux 2007.1 Beta 2 was announced yesterday [5] and I wanted to take
a look. I didn't spend a lot of time in it due to a personal showstopper, but what I saw really nice looking. So, as brief
as it may be, I'd thought I'd share my experiences with my visitors.
I downloaded the 3 gig i586 dvd [6] as linked to by distrowatch.com [7] and had it in about 18 hours or so. Although I
didn't spot any new features or changes in the installer, it installed almost 5 gigs of software rather quickly and without
issue onto my HP laptop.
Hardware detection was fairly good, a startup sound greeted me at login, but it didn't detect my graphics just right. I
was offered several choices for the generic flatpanel it detected during install, but none were my desired 1200x800. I
chose 1024x768 until I could edit the xorg.conf file manually. After install, I was able to tweak my resolution to
1152x768. I probably could have messed with it some more, but in my world I call that a "close enough." The touchpad
worked accurately and smoothly, and an additional usb mouse was also correctly setup. Wireless is another matter and
what ended my foray.
But the good stuff first. Man oh man, Mandriva is looking goood. The default fonts were pretty nice looking, but I'd
probably tweak on them some. The new wallpaper is yummy. I love it. It's, of course, blue, but this time we have some
nice flower silhouettes in a lighter shade of blue gracing the bottom right hand corner and some outlines in the upper
left. These aren't sissy flowers now, these are nice tasteful wildflowers I guessing. Anyway, it doesn't look "girlie." It's
just pretty.
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The KDE panel has been simplified and redecorated as well. Others in the community speculate that Mandriva has
borrowed elements from Linspire, but regardless, it's looking real nice as well. The start button looks very kbfx-ish and
launcher icons are limited to Firefox and Kmail at this point. The systray is home to klipper, net monitoring, and
kOrganizer. Despite some new menu implementation, they aren't changed in appearance or structure. I don't care for
the mandriva menus much and always change mine back to KDE/Gnome menus in the Mandrake Control Center. The
boot splash, login screen, and kde start splash match the new wallpaper perfectly and make for a complete package.
The Gnome desktop is equally appealing. The same great wallpaper decorates the background and the Ia Ora theme is
still looking good in shades of blue. The panels have a nice 3d effect in an almost metallic appearance with just a hint
of powder blue coloring. Add them up and you get what feels like a really polished desktop.
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I didn't test a whole lot of the applications, but you might know mandriva. They include just about everything but the
kitchen sink and inevitably there will be crashes here and there. In fact, the clock applet crashes in gnome at every
startup unless you disable it. But this is a beta 2, so no sense in spending a lot of time running down what started, what
didn't, and what crashed anyway. Especially since I couldn't get my wireless connection to work.
That's the bad news. My windows drivers dependent wireless chip couldn't be made to work with this release. The
adventure started when trying to configure it during install and I just got the 'couldn't do it' error. (I'm paraphrasing of
course.) Later in Mandriva I tried through the Mandriva Control Center and I got the error that "can't install wirelesstools." They did however include wpa_supplicant. Nevertheless, this wasn't the end of road for me.
What was the showstopper for me was the error received during manual setup at the commandline. I could install the
windows drivers just fine, but when modprobing ndiswrapper I got the "bad magic" error. It complained that the drivers
were 64-bit and the kernel was 32-bit. And it's true. I downloaded the 32-bit system. But also, for what little it may be
worth here, I saw this same error with SimplyMepis more than once and using the 64-bit system didn't cure it. Also, I'd
like to state that other 32-bit systems do just fine with it, such as openSUSE and PCLOS. So, for now, I'm not going to
test the 64-bit version of mandriva. The weekend is over and time to get ready for the workweek, but next beta or
perhaps the first release candidate will work for me. I'll let you know. In the meantime, if you have a natively
supported wireless chip, you can download the wireless-tools and libiw28 rpms from a mirror and probably enjoy.
Likewise the 3D desktop will have to wait as well. I've not had much luck with Mandriva in that department, but I'll
test this feature again next release.
In conclusion, Mandriva 2007 is looking really good. I really like the updated presentation Mandriva gives. I hope the
wireless setback is temporary. I want for them to make a comeback so very much. Let's cross our fingers for this
upcoming release. As my mama used to say about me, if Mandriva does as well as it looks it will be just fine.
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