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Ubuntu has stormed the Linux distribution scene like no other project before. Although barely a year old, it has already
succeeded in attracting thousands of satisfied users ranging from absolute Linux beginners to seasoned UNIX
administrators. What are the secrets of this tremendous success? A quality product combined with friendly community
resources and clearly stated objectives. Robert Storey, no longer able to resist the forces of humanity, set out to
investigate this new king of Linux distributions.
The first release of Ubuntu Linux (version 4.10) occurred on 2004/10/20, and life hasn't been the same since. Unless
you've been living under a rock in Antarctica, then surely you've heard of Ubuntu, which now tops the charts on the
DistroWatch greatest hits list.
I must confess that I was caught off guard by the overnight success of Ubuntu, and thus neglected to review it (or even
download it) when it first arrived on the servers. However, it's just as well that I didn't bother, because for the past
year, not a week has gone by without somebody writing an Ubuntu review and posting it to one (or all) of the popular
geek web sites. Indeed, it's become something of a joke that the only things you can't avoid in life are death, taxes and
Ubuntu reviews.
The first anniversary of Ubuntu has just passed, and as of last week, the world has once again been treated to a new
release (version 5.10), code-named Breezy Badger. Unable to avoid the onslaught of the Ubuntu steamroller, I have
decided to at last concede defeat. I downloaded the CD, installed it, hacked it, contemplated it, meditated over it for a
whole weekend, and now it's time for me to share my thoughts about this operating system with the rest of the world.
Full Review [3].
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