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VARNISH is valuable for a number of reasons, including security, privacy, and performance. I first used it around 
2009 when another site of mine had repeatedly come under DDOS attacks. Using Varnish means that requests for pages 
usually come from the same IP address (the cache proxy), if at all. Much of the time visitors get served static (cached) 
pages transparently and quickly. The downside is, this interferes with statistics (the Apache server does not even see all 
requests) and it is not compatible with modules like polls, where each IP addressed is allowed just one vote.

During the server/site migration we tried to preserve as many of the features as we could. There was a transition from 
old Debian to new CentOS and the new architecture is quite different (still 2 CPU cores but with more RAM, a virtual 
container, and resilience owing to proxies/redundancy). Thanks to those who suggested workarounds [2]. We have 
looked at some of them, but without losing on performance there is no way to keep meaningful statistics. These 
statistics have been disabled. Not even we, with direct access to the server and the CMS, have access to meaningful 
statistics.

We are going to try to focus on high quality selection of news, not on numbers. ?
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