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The story has other notable features as well: ODF is the first IT standard to be taken up as a popular cause, and also 
represents the first ?cross over? standards issue that has attracted the broad support of the open source community. 
Then there are the societal dimensions: open formats are needed to safeguard our culture and our history from oblivion. 
And when implemented in open source software and deployed on Linux-based systems (not to mention One Laptop Per 
Child computers), the benefits and opportunities of IT become more available to those throughout the third world. 
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